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COPIES of such parts of the FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT of the SOCIETY 
for the PROMOTION and IMPROVEMENT of the GROWTH of 
FLAX in IRELAND, as relate to the Quantity of the Flax Crop in the 
Season of 1845 ; the Extension of the Cultivation of Flax, and the present 
Condition of the Linen Trade in Ireland. 



Presented by Command of Her Majesty. 



Quantity of the Flasc Crop this Season. 

‘‘While the past year has been, perhaps, the most successful since the Society’s 
formation in the general advancement of its objects, it has formed an exception 
to that gradual increase of the flax crop in Ireland, which was recorded in 
the former reports of your Committee. Last year the statistics of flax culture 
in Ireland showed an increase of nearly 50 per cent, on the amount grown in 
the first year of the Society’s existence. It is difficult to form a correct estimate 
of the quantity of this year’s crop ; but, from information which has been de- 
rived from the best sources, it may be taken at about one-fourth less than last 
year, say 2S,000 tons. Although there has thus been a considerable deficit in 
the quantity, the value of the crop being greatly enhanced by the scarcity of 
the produce, both here and on the continent, is about equal to that of last year. 
At 45/. per ton, average, the value of the crop of 1844 was taken at 1,782,495/. 
Calculating the advanced price of all qualities of flax at 12/. per ton, average 
the value of the crop of 1845 would be 1,596,000/. ; and adding the value of 
the seed saved for all purposes, the entire amount realized in Ireland, for the 
flax crop of the present year, may be estimated at 1,750,000/., being about the 
same amount as last year.” 

Causes of the Deficient Crop, and Measures taken to prevent their recurrence. 

“Having given what they conceive to be a candid estimate of the deficiency in 
the quantity of the Irish flax crop of this year, it rests with your Committee to 
detail the causes which occasioned it, and the measures which they, in their 
public capacity, felt it so urgent on them to take, in order to prevent a recur- 
rence of similar difficulties. It was known at the period in which the importa- 
tion of foreign flaxseed, for sowing, takes place, that the Russian crop of flaxseed 
was not only extremely deficient, but that a very small portion of it would be 
sufficiently good for sowing. The price of all kinds of sowing flaxseed rose, 
at once, to a very high average ; and, urged by fears of the quality of the seed, 
and of the quantity being insufficient for the amount of ground prepared, as 
well as by the high price, which precluded many of the poorer farmers from 
purchasing it, large breadths of land, intended for flax, were sown with grain. 
Some unprincipled individuals, in the hope of realizing large profits^ had 
recourse to fraud, by making up old inferior crushing seed in packages, similar 
to those in which good seed is imported, and imposing it on the market, under 
the character of genuine Riga sowing flaxseed, of the importation of 1844. 
Unfortunately a large quantity of this inferior seed passed into the hands of the 
farmers, before your Committee or the public were aware of the existence or 
extent of the fraud.” 

Saving of Flaxseed for Sowing. 

“ The saving of flaxseed for feeding cattle, or to be sold for the oil mills, has 
always been recommended by the Society, as enabling the farmer to realize an 
additional 31. to 4 Z. per acre, which was formerly, and even yet is, in many 
instances, thrown away. Under the instruction of the agriculturists, this 
practice has been yearly gaining ground ; and a very large quantity of the flax- 
seed crop is now saved, for the purposes before mentioned It was not, 
however, until the present year, that the Committee could speak, with confi- 
dence, of the value of home-saved seed for sowing. From the experience of 
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the last three years, they can now fairly say, that excellent crops of flax may 
be grown from the seed which has been saved, in this country, by the Courtrai 
method, from the growth of foreign flaxseed. As soon as the result of the 
present crop confirmed them in this opinion, they circulated, extensively, full 
instructions, recommending every farmer to save a portion of his crop, in this 
way, and thus secure, for the following year, fresh and genuine seed ; and, by 
this means, ensure a good crop, and rest free from any danger of fraud. In 
consequence of these recommendations, and the practical instructions of the 
agriculturists, a very considerable quantity of seed has been thus saved for next 
year’s crop. If this plan were fully carried out, it would be only necessary to 
import, annually from the Continent, the quantity required to rear seed for the 
following year’s sowing. One sixth of the present importation would thus 
suffice, and a saving to the country be effected of 150,000/. to 160,OOOZ. per 
annum, now expended in foreign flaxseed, besides the very important advan- 
tages of being rendered almost independent of foreigners for the extent of our 
crop of flax, and of being secured from any chance of the failure of that crop 
from the use of spurious or inferior seed.” 

Extension of Flax Culture. 

“ From a conviction of the importance, to the poorer districts of Ireland, of 
the cultivation of a crop involving so great an amount of labour in its growth 
and preparation, the last annual meeting of the Society passed a resolution, 
embodying a set of rules, which placed within the reach of the most remote 
districts of country the services of the Society’s trained instructors. In conse- 
quence of this measure, a number of the agriculturists were allocated to 
different districts in the counties of Louth, Meath, Dublin, Cork, Tipperary, 
Waterford, Kilkenny, Roscommon, and Mayo. The results, hitherto, of these 
operations have gone far to realize the hope your Committee expressed, that an 
attempt to introduce flax culture into the provinces of Leinster, Munster, and 
Connaught, would prove eminently successful. A meeting was convened at 
Ballinasloe during the late exhibition of the Royal Agricultural Society ; and, 
from the interest there displayed by landed proprietors from all parts of the 
country there is every prospect of a wide field being opened for the Society’s 
labours. Your Committee have reason to rejoice in the amount of employ- 
ment which has been given, even by the small extent to which the crop has 
been cultivated this year in the west and south. They are now fully convinced 
that a great source of profitable occupation has been thus opened to the agri- 
cultural labourers ; a class whose present indigent position, in the lack of 
adequate employment, has been often deplored. They have no hesitation in 
recording their opinion that, great as have been the benefits resulting from the 
culture of the flax crop in Ulster, these benefits will be greatly enhanced in the 
poorer districts of .the other provinces, whose soil and climate are generally 
much superior, and the rate of wages considerably less. The introduction of a 
crop into the farmer’s rotation, which is so highly profitable, and which, suc- 
ceeding best when grown after grain, does not interfere with that staple 
product, and produces, in the seed, a most nutritive food for all kinds of stock, 
will be justly estimated; while the people, having no old prejudices to 
overcome, will receive, with full benefit, [the agriculturists’ instructions, and 
will commence at once the management of the crop on the most approved 
system.” 

Present Condition of the Linen Trade. 

“ Your Committee refer, with pleasure, to the present flourishing condition 
of Ireland’s staple manufacture ; and they would take the opportunity of 
stating, that, in the prosecution of the objects of this Society, they have become 
more and more convinced, that this prosperity is, in a very great degree, to be 
attributed to the increased home growth of flax, and to the improvement which 
has been so manifest in its preparation. There is little question, that the future 
increase and prosperity of this trade will be regulated, to a great extent, by the 
quantity of flax which may be grown in Ireland. It is now candidly acknow- 
ledged by the spin n ing trade ol the United Kingdom, that Irish flax, for the 
great majority of fabrics, is of very superior quality to that of foreign growth ; 
and that, therefore, the yarn made from that flax, and the linen woven from 
that yam, cannot be excelled, for appearance and durability, in any market in 
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the world. So conscious of this have the English and Scotch branches of the 
trade become, that, when your Committee deemed it advisable to send the 
Secretary to wait upon them, during last summer, and solicit their approval 
and support of the Society, a large majority of the principal firms in both 
countries, at once acquiesced, contributed largely, expressed their stron» 
approval and estimation of the Society’s labours, and their preference for Irish 
flax, li offered in the quantity which they required. Independently, then, of 
the claims which flax culture has, on the ground of profit to the farmer and 
employment to the labourer, it has to add the very important one of mainly 
contributing to uphold and increase a manufacture which employs thousands of 
hands in its prosecution, has distributed wealth wherever it has settled and is 
in fact the most flourishing and important of the industrial resources of 
Ireland. 



Conclusion. 

“Having thus explained, so far as the limits of this Report permit, the 
results of those measures which they have already set on foot, and having 
glanced at the very important consequences which, they conceive, must result 
Irom the future and vigorous prosecution of them, your Committee would in 
bnef words, sum up the grounds on which they conceive Ireland to be so 
admirably adapted for the culture of the raw material of the linen manufacture. 
Her climate and soil have already been proved to he equal to any for nourishing 
its growth ; her hard-working, but indigent labouring population, would gladly 
hail the great amount of employment which its preparation affords ; her 
capacities for internal communication, which are now being worked out, would 
greatly facilitate the transport of the article to the seats of consumption ; while 
her vast, but dormant, capabilities for manufacturing industry would be slowly 
but surely developed. It would not then be too much to expect, that a 
wonderful increase of the linen trade would result, and that the manufacture 
of linen might stand in the same relation to Ireland, which the manufacture of 
cotton has done to England ; with this important difference, that, whereas, in 
the latter case, millions are expended in foreign countries for a raw material, 
which our climate does not permit us to grow ; in the former, these millions 
would be expended at home, for the produce of Irish soil, the labour of Irish 
hands, and wealth and industry spread happiness and comfort through the 
land.” 



Importation of Foreign Flax, Flaxseed, fyc., into Great Britain and Ireland. 

“The quantity of flax imported for the linen manufacture, into Great 
Britain and Ireland, will be learned from the following official document:— 

“ Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 

“ Whitehall, 14 th Nov., 1845. 

“ Sir, — In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 12th inst, I am 
directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council' for Trade, to enclose to you the 
accompanying account of flax imported, for the information of the Committee of the' Society 
for the Promotion and Improvement of the Growth of Flax in Ireland. 

“ I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

“James Mac Adam, Esq.,jun.” “J. Macgregor. 



“ An account of the quantity of foreign flax imported in 1843 and 1844, and 
in the first nine months of the present year : — 

Quantities Imported into the United Kingdom. — Flax and Tow, or Codilla of Flax. 

. Cwts. 

Year 1843 . . . . . 1,437,150 

1844 .... 1,588,494 

Nine months ended 10th Oct., 1845 . 1,049,121 



“ The imports of flax during the last six years are as follow, respectively : — 



1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 to 10th Oct. 



62,649 tons. 
67,368 do. 
55,113 do. 
71,857 do. 
79,424 do. 
52,456 do. 



Total quantity in six years, 388,867 tons, worth £19,443,350 



Conclusion. 
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« The consumption of another part of the flax crop is very great, viz., the 
seed, and the oil cake which is manufactured from it, both of which are used 
most extensively for fattening cattle, in Great Britain. 

“ The following returns of the quantities imported of these articles, are fur- 
nished in another statement from the Board of Trade, bearing date 24th Nov., 
1845 : — 

Statement of the Quantities of Flaxseed, and of Oil Cakes, Imported into the United Kingdom, in 
each of the Years 1843 and 1844, and also in the Nine Months ended 10 th October, 1845. 

Flaxseed. Oil Cakes. 

Qrs. Tons. 

1843 . . 470,539 . . 63,267 

1844 . . 616,947 . . 85,890 

1845 to 10th Oct.. . 428,292 Returns not yet received. 

“ From these tables may be learned the value of the different products of 
the flax crop annually imported from foreign countries : — 

1843. 



71,857 tons flax, at £50 


0 


0 


£3,592,850 


470,539 qrs. seed, at 2 


5 


0 


1,058,713 


63,267 tons oil cakes, at 7 


10 


0 


474,622 








£5,126,185 






1844. 




79,424 tons flax, at £50 


0 


0 


£3,971,200 


616,947 qrs. seed, at 2 


5 


0 


1,388,131 


85,890 tons oil cakes, at 7 


10 


0 


644,175 








£6,003,506 



“ Thus we find, that from five to six millions sterling are annually drained 
out of the country, to pay foreign nations, for the produce of a crop which can 
be grown at home, with profit to the farmer, affording great employment to the 
labourer, and benefltting the community at large.” 



Value of well- 
managed flax. 



Value of well-managed Flax. 

“ The following instance will show the value that may be realized on flax, 
by judicious treatment : — 

“ Model Farm, Caledon, Nov. 29 th, 1845. 

“Sir, — In answer to yours of the 24th, I have much pleasure in furnishing you with an 
account of the flax crop, and expenses thereon, grown on the Earl of Caledon’s model farm. 
Crop, 1845. 

Produce of 1 acre 1 rood. 39 perches, sold at llj. 9 d. per stone £55 19 7£ 

Tow . . . . . . .080 

130 bushels bows, which I consider well worth 8 d. per bushel . 4 6 8 



Expenses of Crop 

5 bushels seed 

Weeding .... 

Pulling, rippling, and steeping 
Taking out of steep — spreading 
Lifting and tying 

Scutching .... 



£60 14 3J 

£3 16 6 
0 10 0 
4 3 8 
2 1 4 
1 2 8 
4 9 44 

16 3 6J 



Leaving a balance of 



£44 10 9 



Or at the rate of £29. 13s. lOd. per acre, after deducting all expenses. 



“It is but fair to add, that we had to carry the flax to and' from the steep, on barrows, eight 
perches, as the steep was in a bog, and the carts, could not get near it— -consequently, had the 
carts got close to the steep, there would have been at least £1. 10s. saved. 

“ I am. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

“J. Mac Adam, jun., Esq." “John Barr, Manager. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




for PROMOTING the GROWTH of FLAX in IRELAND. 



5 



Report of the Occupation of the Society's Agriculturists during the Season 
of 1845. 

“Mr. H. Haslett had in charge an extensive district in county Tyrone, Report of the occu- 
including the estates of the Earl of Caledon, Earl of Ranfurley, Earl of Charle- p . ati ° n of V* s °- 
mont 3 and Viscount Powerscourt. He was busily engaged in giving instruc- rists dumigthe' 
tions to the farmers on these estates, both during the sowing and the pulling season of i§45. 
seasons. The annexed letter, written by direction of H. L. Prentice, Esq., 

Lord Caledon’s agent, not only testifies to the utility of Mr. Haslett’s instruc- 
tions, but contains much interesting information relative to the flax crop : — 

“ Sir, “ Lismulladovm, 5th November, 1845. 

"We have to acknowledge the benefits received on the Caledon estates, this season, from 
the visits of your very intelligent, and highly respectable agriculturist, Mr. Haslett; and 
though we are very far from having attained perfection in the management of our flax crops, 
yet we are not without improvements therein; and as such we would mention, that, this year, 
we had 35 competitors for the premiums offered by the Caledon Farming Society, for the best 
lots of flax, to be shown on the foot. Three of these lots, submitted for competition, had been 
sown upon a stubble ridge, prepared by a winter fallow, which consisted of three ploughings. 

All of these divisions presented a very encouraging appearance, on the 23rd of July, being the 
day for inspection; and to each of them the judges found no difficulty in awarding a 
premium. 

“We may also mention, that a part on one of these lots was sown with home saved seed, 
obtained from Riga, and the remainder with new imported Riga and Dutch, — the Dutch was 
very fine, thick, and from 34 to 36 inches in length ; the Riga much thinner, but measured 
from 36 to 40 inches. The home saved was somewhat thicker than the Riga, and measured 
from 40 to 33 inches, the shorter parts growing upon the most inferior portion of the field, 
were somewhat the earliest ripe. 

“ Another of these three lots, grown by H. L. Prentice, Esq., was pronounced, by a very 
celebrated flax grower, to be 1 the best ten-acre field of flax he had ever seen in his life ; ’ some 
of it measured 45 inches long, and portions of it, in a dressed state, obtained the second pre- 
miums both at the County Armagh Farming Society’s show, and also at the Dungannon 
Baronial show. 

" From the encouragement held out by Lord Caledon to his tenantry, of 2 1. premium per 
Irish acre, for thorough draining their farms, according to prescribed rules laid down, many of 
them have improved their soil very much, for the culture of the flax plant ; and it is reasonable 
to expect, in the course of time, our lands will all be fit for a winter fallow, and that then we 
shall have flax generally grown after a white crop, instead, as is now the case, of coming in 
after a green one, which change, we are satisfied, will tend much to advance the famine- in- 
terest ; at present we have about 500 acres of land drained on the Caledon estates, and some 
of our best samples have been grown thereon. 

“ On the whole, we have had a decided improvement in the growing of our flax crop this 
reason. 

“ The quantity of seed saved for feeding was pretty much as last year. The com kilns and 
mills were as busily employed as the combs ; for Lord Caledon, with his usual kindness, 
ordered all to be dried and ground at his own expense, the same as last season, in order to 
encourage the farmers in this department, well knowing the beneficial results of having a quan- 
tity of such nutritious food as that which is obtained from well-saved bolls. 

“ We estimate the value of the food at about 250Z., which was prepared on the kilns; and 
this year it has proved a most valuable auxiliary in feeding cattle and pigs. 

“We have had also some little saved for sowing next spring, and the samples appear very 
good. 

“ Mr. Haslett furnished us with a comb from Coleraine (the teeth of which are placed in a 
metal stock), which appears the most perfect machine of the kind we have yet met with, and 
it combines durability and cheapness with its other good qualities. 

“ Considerable attention has been paid to the watering of our flax, this season, and in every 
instance where they attended to the directions of your agriculturist, it has given satisfaction both 
in produce and price. 

“ Our attention has been forcibly impressed with the following fact : — That wherever we 
found any man, who was long distinguished to be a good manager of flax, and who generally 
obtained respectable prices in market, he was always in possession of some one of your improve- 
ments ; very few, indeed, had any two of them, but by practising the one, he was enabled to 
go a-head of his neighbour, either in quantity or quality, or perhaps both, viz. : — 

“ One man was very particular in having the ground fine, and very clean, and scattering the 
seed quite evenly over the ridges, and thereby had uniformly a very even crop. 

“ Another, though by no means so exact at seed time, when it came to be pulled, took every 
precaution, that the ripe and green, the short and long, should be all kept separate, and his 
price was generally good. 

“ Others always pulled in rather a green state, before it was fully ripe, and therefore brought 
into market a fine silky article. 

“ And a fourth gave his more of the water than any of his neighbours, and both produce 
and price were improved thereby. 

“ Thus, it would appear, that many of your improvements were in operation long since. 
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though in detached parcels, and always wrought well, even in their isolated state ; and that, 
too, in our own immediate neighbourhood ; and, if separately and singly, they made so o-ood a 
return, what, we may ask, will they not do, when combined into a regular system, such as 
your Society presents, in its theoretical details, and afterwards carried out in its practical 
bearings, through the agency of such active and indefatigable agriculturists as we have been 
favoured with. 



“ The flax grown on Lord Caledon’s model farm, was sold in Armagh on the 4th instant, 
and the sum actually pocketed by the seller was 3 71. 16s. 2d. per Irish acre. This flax was 
under the immediate superintendence of Mr. Haslett; and if to this sum we add the value of 
the seed, it. would make upwards of forty guineas per acre. 

‘‘ Others, who acted under his instructions, will be very little, if anv, short of this, provided 
prices keep at what they are in market. 

“ Our flax-mill at Dyan, does its work remarkably well — we have now 16 stocks in it, 
steadily occupied, and the improvement in the rollers has given general satisfaction to all parties 
concerned. 



" We, Sir, with much sincerity, wish prosperity to your, and all other kindred Societies, 
which have for their object the amelioration of the condition of our countrymen, and remain 
yours, respecfully, 



“ To James Mac Adam, jun., Esq., Secretary." 



“ J ames Oliver,1 Agriculturists, 
“ John Barr, j Caledon Estate. 
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